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Aims and Objectives of the Telegraph Hill Centre 
 To encourage and support people from all sections of the community, who live or 

work in the Telegraph Hill area, in improving community amenities and the 
quality of life in the neighbourhood. 

 To provide a welcoming and safe setting within which activities and services 
which meet this aim can be organised. 

 To ensure that all activities and services provided by, or at, the Centre give equal 
opportunities for people to develop physically, mentally and/or spiritually and 
enhance people’s self-respect and dignity as individuals and as members of the 
community. 

Chair’s Report 
Our reach  
Each week the Telegraph Hill Centre engages with a huge and diverse range of local people, aged 
from nought to 95.  There are 30 regular hirers offering approximately 40 different activities.  
There are twelve therapists and counsellors who book and use the Parlour on a regular basis.  
There are 18 artists based on the premises.  The Centre also offers a much needed space, 
available at reasonable cost, for private parties and social events.   
 
Core activities  
We have a number of age groups and audiences with whom we work to provide a selection of 
activities that are free (or with a token charge) at the point of access.  These groups include 
children and young people, older people, and adults who are socially disadvantaged.  At present 
the activities fulfilling this remit would include: New Cross Bumps, Babies and Tots, Branching 
Out, AA (Alcoholics Anonymous) and GA (Gamblers Anonymous).  We are also pleased to support 
local democratic processes by hosting the regular ward councillor surgery each month.   
 
In the past year we have said goodbye to Adult Ballet, Nimble Tots and Samba Groovers. 
However, we have welcomed a new and enthusiastic group of parents for our weekly New Cross 
Bumps, Babies and Tots session on Fridays and we have also added a beginners’ level class to our 
aerobic Kettlebells session.  We are pleased to say that Pilates and one of our Monday evening 
yoga sessions have continued with new teachers.  New parlour users have included a therapist 
who uses Neuro-skeletal Re-alignment Therapy, massage therapists and psychotherapists.   
 
The work of the Telegraph Hill Centre Steering Group this year  
In line with our goal of a smarter, greener and safer Centre for the 21st century we have 
continued to implement the findings of the 2015 City Bridge Trust-funded Eco Audit.  The original 
consultant recently provided an updated report on our activity and improvements.  The most 
significant shift – and expenditure – has been the installation of a new boiler and heating system 
throughout the Centre.  This has also meant better insulation, rationalised pipe-work, efficient – 
and safe to touch - radiators, and room by room thermostatic controls.  Additionally, metered 
heating for each studio space means that tenants will be accurately billed for their energy usage. 
 
We have continued to improve our IT systems with the purchase of two, much needed, new 
office computers and Office 365 licences (at a reduced charity rate) to improve communication, 
collaboration and enable remote access.   
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The fencing around the Cloister Garden has been completed and provides a secure environment 
for our youngest visitors – primarily CCC Club and BeBright nursery.  With more planting planned 
we hope to offer an attractive and integrated space for hire with the Narthex.    
 
Staffing and volunteers  
For much of this year our previous Centre Manager, Jane Hartley was 
absent due to illness.  In October she decided take up a new part-time 
role elsewhere.  We wish her well and thank her most sincerely for all 
the developments, improvements and streamlining of the Centre and 
its assets during her time in post.   
In June 2017, we appointed Susan Morgan as our new Centre Manager.   
Sue brings a breadth and depth of experience in a number of sectors – 
together with a deep commitment to community.  Although it is early 
days, we are delighted to have Sue leading our small staff team, and 
working alongside the THCSG to develop the Centre's potential, to 
articulate its vision, and secure its future. 
 

Hatty Uwanogho, our Centre Administrator, has taken on additional 
responsibility throughout this period whilst continuing to provide 
consistency and continuity in front-of-house arrangements and day 
to day running of the Centre, with support from members of the 
Telegraph Hill Centre Steering Group (THCSG)—particularly Ann 
Atkins.  We are extremely grateful to her.   In addition, as the 
digitally-literate locals will have observed, the Telegraph Hill Centre 
now has a presence on Facebook and Twitter.  This is thanks to 
Hatty and we are delighted to have harnessed her obvious gifts for 
communication in this way. 
 

Morlai Sumah has been our part-time Facilities Coordinator since May 
2016 and has become a familiar and well-liked face around the site: 
willing to assist staff and users, attentive to the safety and security of 
all who enter the Centre's doors, making minor repairs and liaising with 
contractors for major works. 
 
We would also like to take this opportunity to thank Howard Francis, 
our part-time finance officer, and Louise Owen who has undertaken a 
variety of maintenance and improvement tasks in the past year.   
 
Thanks are also due to the members of the THCSG for their support and hard work over the past 
12 months.  I would especially like to record a note of thanks to Ann Atkins as secretary for her 
attentiveness, dedication and tenacity in keeping the Steering Group on track, but also for her 
immense commitment of time and expertise on a day to day basis whilst we have been without a 
permanent Centre Manager. 

Sophie Stanes 
on behalf of the Telegraph Hill Centre Steering Group 
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Treasurer's Report  
This Treasurer's report is based on the independently examined accounts for the calendar year 
from 1 January to 31 December 2016 presented to the Parochial Church Council’s (PCC's) 
auditors, Field Sullivan, and prepared in line with the PCC’s reporting.    

The period shows a deficit of approximately £37,000 (covered by a reduction in the Centre's 
reserves from £92,000 to £55,000).    

Why?  Well, expenditure nearly doubled... 

We spent £62,000 on major repairs – and we did this in partnership with St Catherine's Church to 
ensure that the Centre and everyone who uses it would have access to hot water, heating, and 
have an electrical supply which exceeded regulations.  We chose to take the hit on our revenue 
account in one go, and we could pay for it thanks to past years of sensible financial management.   
The remainder of the expenditure is accounted for in the Centre's running costs, which show a 
slight increase in salaries due to increased hours and a doubling in repairs, maintenance costs 
and cleaning (part of making the Centre a nicer place to be).  

But income has increased by about 50%  

 Income from Telegraph Hill Centre lettings dipped only very slightly –  not bad considering 
the disruption from boiler works, new heating installation and new electrics being put in. 

 MBS (Branching Out) generated income of £1500 more than in 2015.  This is down to the 
increased one-off grant from the London Borough of Lewisham—and contributions from 
members, suggesting they very much enjoy what's on offer to them through Branching Out. 

 Money identified as a grant from LBL of nearly £17000—which is the council passing on to 
us some of the monies made available to them by developers under Section 106 of the 
Planning Act. 

 Donations reduced slightly because the Panto donation was paid in immediately following 
the Panto in Dec 2015, and so accounted for in that calendar year. 

Therefore, disregarding the exceptional items of the major repairs undertaken in this year and 
the Section 106 monies that we applied towards them, the Centre showed a healthy excess of 
basic income over normal expenditure of more than £8700. 

And the Centre is not in the red, at the close of 2016 we had £37,000 in the bank. 

Looking ahead, we will need to watch salary costs and ensure that we also meet Centre user and 
community needs better through a gradual programme of improvements which we will fundraise 
for.  So look out for those messages in Autumn, along with a steady programme of improvements  

I'd like to echo the thanks being given to Sophie for her sterling work in leading the Telegraph Hill 
Centre Steering Group through the last few years, and especially for her practical, hands on 
approach, which she combines with great strategic insight.   We'll all miss you.    

I'd especially like to echo thanks to Ann Atkins, who as Secretary has invested more hours than 
we can count in supporting Hatty, the Centre Administrator, while we have been without a 
Centre Manager, and who has done a lot of work on reviewing and updating the Centre's policies 
with Sue Morgan, the new Centre Manager.    

Thanks are also due to Hatty who stepped up to maintain a front-of-house presence, and who did 
much to keep the Centre steady in the absence of a Centre Manager.  Thank you Morlai for 
helping ensure our facilities are maintained and for working amicably with Centre users.     
Thanks too to Howard Francis our book-keeper.  And thanks to Louise Owen for her help through 
the year on various projects.  Thank you all. 

                                                                                                                             Sanjit Chudha 
on behalf of the Telegraph Hill Centre Steering Group 
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A word from the Vicar (July 2017) 
St Catherine’s Church and the Telegraph Hill Centre have continued to work together effectively 
and creatively over the last twelve months.  This partnership enables hundreds of people every 
week to meet each other, take classes, host an event, throw a party, be creative, run a business, 
be part of a vibrant, welcoming, diverse community.  

Both St Catherine’s and the Telegraph Hill Centre have an open door policy – these are your 
spaces – whether you are a regular user or an occasional visitor – and we are proud to work 
together to offer community spaces that enable everyone to thrive.   

So what have been the core pieces of work in the last year? 

New Boiler and Heating System 
In June 2016 our old boiler was condemned and so over the summer months last year we 
installed a new boiler and heating system.  This was essential work and without it the Centre 
couldn’t function.  This work cost £56K.  We also put in a new electric heating system on the first 
floor.  This work cost £15K. 

Trees 
In the Autumn of 2016 we had to prune, lop and trim 
all the trees in the church grounds, including the felling 
of one diseased ash.  This work has not been done for 
approximately 30 years and was long overdue.  The 
result is a brighter, smarter space, healthier trees and a 
less risk of storm damage.  This work cost £8K. 

These pieces of work are helping us to meet our 
greener, smarter and safer goals. 

Community Events 

Every year the Telegraph Hill Centre and St Catherine’s host huge chunks of the Telegraph Hill 
Festival, as well as the annual panto.  We give logistical support and tables and chairs to the Big 
Lunch.  St Catherine’s has continued to host the Transmission’s series of contemporary music 
concerts and be a rehearsal space for the MKC Choir (soul/gospel choir) who are currently 
appearing at the Edinburgh Fringe, Harmony Sinfonia (local Brockley based orchestra) who’ve 
had two sell out concerts this year and the LAGG (London African Gospel Choir) who recently did 
a sell out series of gigs at the Jazz Cafe in Camden, as well as a charity concert for a fire fighters 
charity after the Grenfell Tower tragedy.  The Centre also hosted the now annual book sale that 
raised over £1200 for Crisis – through the generosity of local people in donating books and then 
coming back to buy them. 

Branching Out  
The brilliant weekly event aimed at older people (but not exclusively) continues to go from 
strength to strength.  This is a flagship project for both the Centre and St Catherine’s.  Over half 
of the volunteers come from the church congregation and the Vicar has been involved with 
strategy and publicity.  Highlights this year for me have been the communal meals, including the 
“Summer Picnic” – where we had pasties and shandy in the cloister garden, and the visit from 
Bishop Karowei (the new Bishop of Woolwich) – who played bingo for the first time in his life!  
But do read the full report, to get a comprehensive update. 

Working in Partnership 
BeBright Nursery has now been open since Autumn 2016, following a complete refurbishment 
over the summer months.  The nursery and training room are now really beautiful and provide a 
superb environment for babies and young children to thrive and develop.  The training room has 
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also been used to provide training for small businesses and various workshops.  CCC Club 
continues to provide great provision for before and afterschool care.  One of the shared synergies 
between BeBright, CCC Club, the Centre and St Catherine’s is the Cloister Garden.  Each one of 
these groups is using the garden, helping to make it work as a good green space and working 
together to develop it further into the future. 

Fundraising 
In April 2017, at the Telegraph Hill Festival, we launched our Fundraising Campaign to help to 
reboot our reserves following the huge expenditure outlined above.  We had already received 
grants from Lewisham Council of £14K and from Haberdashers’ Livery Company (St Catherine’s 
patron) of £6K towards the work for which we are hugely grateful.  But the expenditure had still 
left a serious dent in both the church’s and centre’s reserves.  Our ‘phase one’ fundraising 
campaign has raised £13K – made up of two very substantial donations from local people and the 
rest raised by shaking buckets at big events during the Festival and also a sponsored fun run by 
children from St Catherine’s.  This is fantastic – and a wonderful start.  In the autumn we will be 
launching phase two of our fundraising campaign, made possible by the fact that St Catherine’s 
has now received a charity number.  Look out for information from early October about ways in 
which you could financially support the Centre and St Catherine’s. 

Name Change 
The voluntary group of people who help to run the Centre were previously called the Telegraph 
Hill Centre Group (THCG).  People often added in other words like ‘management’ or ‘committee’ 
and so at a recent meeting it was unanimously decided to formally change the name to the 
Telegraph Hill Centre Steering Group.  We believe that this new name more accurately states the 
nature of our work as a committee which, in partnership with Centre Staff, decides on the 
priorities of the Centre and the general course of its operations.      

New Chapter 
We now have in place, for the first time in many years, a full team of three part-time paid staff: a 
Centre Administrator, a Facilities Co-ordinator and a new Centre Manager.  This will allow us to 
run the Centre more efficiently and to make inroads into some of the areas of change which have 
been on the horizon for years. 

Some members of the Steering Group are standing down – Cynthia O'Donaghue and Walter 
Johnson, who have both made valuable contributions to the work of the Centre.  We thank them 
for their insights and sharing of expertise. 

Ann Atkins is standing down as secretary – her dedication has been invaluable.  She has not only 
written accurate and timely minutes, but has also been a key part of our provision of line 
management and support to the Centre staff.  Ann’s commitment to the Centre both practically 
and strategically is immeasurable. 

And lastly and most importantly, Sophie Stanes is standing down 
as Chair.  She has been in this role since 2013 and has done an 
outstanding job, leading us with vision and coherence through 
some turbulent times.  This is a large and complex Centre and 
Sophie has worked very hard to ensure that it runs more 
effectively and efficiently.  She has taken a strong lead on policy, 
job appointments, HR issues, governance, strategy – and moved 
more tables and chairs than she’d care to recall.   
She has been both a thinker and a doer and we owe her a huge 
debt of gratitude. 

Sheridan James 
Vicar of St Catherine’s 
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The Centre’s core work with children, young people, older 
people and the socially disadvantaged 
The Telegraph Hill Centre Steering Group are at all times aware of the founding objectives—to 
serve the local community in all its needs and diversity.  As a key contribution to the running 
costs of the building we actively seek tutors who charge for their classes, and as regular hirers 
pay for their space.  (If you want to partner with us in this way get in touch.)  But we also as a 
matter of principle host other groups on a low cost or fully subsidised basis and run our own 
activities to meet core needs. 

As part of this the long  established mutual support groups, Gamblers Anonymous and the AA, 
meet (on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings respectively) week in—week out, come rain—come 
shine, and whether or not things are going frantic with the Festival: and we are very pleased to 
support them in this way. 

The Centre’s own work with young people is in abeyance at present, but we are holding in mind 
the identified need for a home-work club and will be initiating a dialogue with Youth First, the 
Council’s now independent youth service provision, to see what synergies can be created.  In the 
meantime Centre staff are fully able to sign-post enquiries to nearby provison.   

But that is not to say there is nothing for this age group here in the Centre.  Fairweather Dance 
run ballet and tap classes for both sexes and Capoeira is open to all ages (see their reports on 
page 9).  There are other dance classes and the Hunt Academy (HAYA) work with dance and 
drama, bringing vibrant performances to the Telegraph Hill Festival. 

Over the past year there has also been a lot going on for pre-schoolers and young children and 
the Centre’s own “Bumps and Babies” group has, after a brief “break in transmission” been 
energetically revived by Debbie Myrie, with a regular Friday session, activities and a Table Top 
Sale.  The on-going intention of this has been to provide an opportunity for talk and peer support 
to parents and parents-to-be as much as a safe space for their little ones to play. 

Tamsin Bacchus 
Telegraph Hill Centre Children’s and Young People’s Group 

 

 

Branching Out 
Branching Out (activities mainly, but 
not exclusively, for older people) 
continues to dominate the use of the 
Centre on Thursdays, although we do 
share the building with Boppin’ 
Bunnies in the morning.   

The morning begins with Holy Communion for those who want it, followed by activities which 
include - art, a monthly book club, lunch club, millinery, Tai Chi and table games.  The lunch, 
which used to be ‘bought in’ fish and chips, now consists of toasted sandwiches made by us – a 
cheaper and possibly healthier option. 

We hold events which aim to bring all the groups together and this year we have had a Harvest 
lunch in October, a trip to Polhill in November, a Christmas lunch and a film in December, a trip 
to Horniman Museum in May and a picnic at the centre this July.  

The project to knit squares to make blankets for Battersea Cats and Dogs Home eventually led to 
us delivering nine blankets!  We are now exploring the idea of making squares into items which 
we could sell in the Hill Trader to raise some funds for Branching Out. 

6 



7 

This year we have gained several younger members mainly, but not exclusively, from the 
congregation of St Catherine’s.  Whilst enjoying the activities and the company, they are able to 
help with welcoming people, making tea, preparing lunches etc. and their energy is much 
appreciated.  

We have gained several other new members this year, mainly by ‘word of mouth’ but have also 
gained two through ‘Community Connections’, a useful contact. 

We still operate on a ‘shoestring budget’ but keep going with the remainder of previous grants, 
contributions from members towards activities and the sale of books.  We would like to find a 
grant making body which would be able to cover our annual expenses for some years, relieve us 
of worry, and allow us to employ a variety of tutors to introduce different topics and skills.  
Hopefully we have a volunteer who will take on the work of achieving this. 

Anyone, young or old, is welcome to pop in for a cup of tea any Thursday to see what we are 
doing – and please tell your older friends and family of our existence! 

                                            Ann Atkins 
Telegraph Hill Centre Steering Group 

Branching Out 
 
 



Notes from some of the hirers of public spaces in the Centre 

View from the Telegraph Hill Parlour and Telegraph Hill Festival 

"My passion is to raise capacity and resilience in our Community" 

With over 29 years clinical experience working with Stress and Trauma resolution for individuals, 

couples and groups in Health, Education, Social Service and Community Organisations, this is my 

third year offering the pioneering method of Somatic Experiencing® (SE) at the Telegraph Hill 

Centre.  Somatic Experiencing is a pioneering and potent method for resolving trauma symptoms 

and relieving chronic stress.   

As part of the Telegraph Hill Festival this year I ran a very successful four-

week programme "Resilient Carers" in conjunction with Carers Lewisham.  

We had heart-warming feedback from this course:  “Fantastic trainer, 

made it so simple and enjoyable.  Provided quality in-depth information 

that has made a positive difference to my life as a carer.”   

The Telegraph Hill Centre has consistently supported this charity and the 

programme has enabled a much needed support group for Carers to be 

developed in the North of the Borough. 

I love being able to offer group work in the larger rooms at the Telegraph Centre, along with 

deepening the work and focus for individuals and couples in the smaller-sized Parlour. Many 

young people (and their families) benefitted by overcoming their exam fears and panics:  

“Josephine, just wanted to let you know I got my exam results back today and I got a first!  It’s not 

something I could have done without you; you have helped tonnes.”   

It’s great when I meet up with other users of the Centre.  I value the friendliness and collegiate 

support offered by Hatty and Mo and whole-heartedly welcome Susan.   

Josephine O’Gorman   
MSc BS (Hon) DHt MNCHM RSHom SEP PGCE FHEA 

Somatic Experiencing Practitioner and Registered Homeopath 
sortingstress@gmail.com 
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Stretch and Strengthen (and Socialise) 
This popular Wednesday lunchtime class costs only £3. 

It starts with very gentle stretching and breathing 
then progresses to mobilising upper, middle and 
lower limbs.  The background music is then changed 
to a more up tempo beat and we then get the heart 
rate up to help strengthen the cardio-vascular system 
and in-between we have segments of targeted 
strength work.  We usually finish off with long static 
stretches complemented with self-massages and slow 
diaphragmatic breaths. 

This all sounds like hard work—but it is actually a 
social gathering.  So come along and enjoy the fun! 

                                                       Gus Ayinbode 

 
Raising Resilience 
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Fairweather Dance School 
Fairweather Dance School holds classes on Tuesday evenings at the Centre.  Children from three 
years upwards and adults currently attend classes in the ballet and tap genres, and examinations 
and medal tests are offered for any pupils who wish to enter. 

This year has been exciting for everyone at Fairweather Dance School. 

We have had an excellent examination session when we were thrilled that all entrants received 
excellent results of merit and distinction. 

We are especially proud of our Grade 5 students who have received 
training from us since 2006.  These pupils are no eligible for student 
membership status of the National Association of Teachers of 
Dancing which is accredited by OFQUAL. 

Our pupils have enjoyed success in performances, 
including the Dance Workshops we were pleased 
to be part of at this year’s Telegraph Hill 
Festival. 

We also enjoyed pupil visits to the 
Royal Festival Hall for a 
performance of Improvised 
Tap and our senior pupils 
have experienced 
improvising on stage 
in Shoreditch at the      
bi-monthly London Tap 
Jam where they were very 
privileged to be coached by 
nationally and internationally 
renowned teachers and performers. 

We are grateful to the Centre for the 
use of the lovely facilities and look 
forward to continuing our classes in 
September. 

Fairweather Dance School (est. 1979) 
L.RAD, FNATD, LISTD, BA(Hons) 

Capoeira 
This is a Brazilian Martial Art form with 
music, something that is enjoyed by 
people of all ages. 

I have worked with Telegraph Hill Centre 
for more than seven years.   

It is a great community centre, a nice 
space and amazing administration.   

It is a pleasure to be working here.  

                    Andrei Boz 
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Tai Chi 
The gentle practice of Tai Chi is well known for enhancing well-being 
of mind, body and spirit for all ages and abilities and is increasingly 
gaining in popularity.  We are fortunate that Zhen Wei Academy have 
provided the Telegraph Hill Centre with the Yang style Tai Chi class for 
nearly ten years.  After Master Lu Jun Hai retired in 2013, his student 
and disciple, Kevin Kilminster, kept the class going, and provides 
expert tuition of the Short Form for beginners, alongside the Long 
Form, Two-Person Form, and Broad and Straight Sword Forms for 
intermediate and advanced students.  And in the past year, after a 
shopping expedition to Wickes for long pieces of dowelling, we have 
learned the stylised handling of a spear. 

The class is held on Tuesday evenings 7-8.30pm in the Narthex and in the recent 
summer heat we have had one session in the Cloister Garden—pure delight.  
Some of the students also meet for an outdoor practice session on Sundays at 
9am in the Upper Telegraph Hill Park overlooking the wonderful views of London 
(where anyone is welcome to join us) and then move on to play Mahjong in the 
Hill Station. 

The Thursday lunchtime (1-2pm) Tai Chi class, also taught by Kevin as part of “Branching Out”, 
has a much more gentle pace where the focus is primarily on the Short Form and breathing 
exercises.  This is going well—and Kevin has been sharing the fun of Mahjong here too. 

The students of Master Lu and Kevin Kilminster 

Fit me training, Kettlebells Classes 
 

We are offering Kettlebells Strength and Conditioning Classes, all levels welcome. 

The once a week class is very popular.  However, I felt that some people struggle a little with the 
intensity and advanced training programme, therefore I have added an extra class for beginners.  
This has been running from April this year and is proving to be a great class to start the fitness 
journey for many people. 

I’m planning to maintain the classes twice a week with potential for an additional HIIT class in the 
near future. 

The benefits of having the space in the Centre are endless: mainly because of great community 
and number of events held here.  The Centre’s very affordable hire fees and central location are 
real bonuses, and in particular the community notice-board and Facebook group are great tools 
to enable us to have our voices heard, increasing visibility for small businesses. 

The Centre has good facilities on offer and the 
cleanliness is very good.  Everyone seems to be 
really respectful and caring.  However, one thing I’d 
like to see is the Cloister Garden being more readily 
open and tidied up a bit to potentially become a 
more usable community space.  I’d love to be able 
to do the class outdoors with the good weather we 
(sometimes) have in the summer. 

Alexandra@fit-me-training.co.uk 
Monday 7-8pm  Thursday 8-9 pm 
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Throughout the year                  
St Catherine’s has hosted a 
series of exciting concerts put 
together by Transmission. 
 

The Centre has supported these 
happenings by providing 
facilities, break out space and 
the Narthex for use as a bar. 

In November, as Christmas 
approaches, the Church and 
Centre combine to provide a 
space for local craftspeople to 
sell their wares. 

Some of the events that we have been pleased to host 

https://thcentre.com/2016/11/15/christmas-craft-fair/image1/
https://thcentre.com/2016/11/15/christmas-craft-fair/image1/
https://thcentre.com/2016/11/15/christmas-craft-fair/image1/


12 

In December the whole Centre 
played host to the now annual 
fundraising local panto, specially 
written with topical jokes to 
delight the local audience. 
 

Four sell-out shows in the Narthex 
raised over £3000 which (after 
taking out a “start-up” for next 
year’s show) was split equally with 
donations to the Centre and to 
New Cross Learning .   
 

In the Centre Lounge Jacqui of the 
Hill Station provided tea and 
homemade cake at the matinee 
shows and there was a licensed 
bar for the evening performances. 

Two of the 
volunteers at the 
New Year book sale 
in aid of Crisis taking 
advantage of the 
Lounge being empty 
during the holiday 
period to sort just a 
few of the thousands 
of donated books. 
 

Over £1200 was 
raised for the charity 
in a single afternoon 
thanks to the 
generosity of those 
donating and then 
buying. 
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This event, almost unique in 
that it relies entirely on the 
goodwill of volunteers and 
local sponsorship—with no 
public or grant funding—
started on a small scale in 
the Telegraph Hill Centre but 
now spans two weeks with 
over 100 events in up to a 
dozen venues. 
 

For the past two years the 
Festival has also supported 
and enabled an Open 
Gardens Weekend in May—
part of which is a visit from 
the Plant Fairs Roadshow, a 
collective of specialist Kent 
and Surrey nurserymen who 
turn the Narthex into a mini 
garden centre. 

The Telegraph Hill Festival, now moving into its second quarter century, simply 
could not happen without the whole-hearted support of Centre staff, the THCSG 
and St Catherine’s Church. 

https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiVnOfu6YPVAhUOKVAKHQV7C8UQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fthcentre.com%2F2017%2F03%2F18%2Ftelegraph-hill-festival-2017-2%2F&psig=AFQjCNHz5r486AS8FIiw0aS8czdktO4TNg&ust
https://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiVnOfu6YPVAhUOKVAKHQV7C8UQjRwIBw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fthcentre.com%2F2017%2F03%2F18%2Ftelegraph-hill-festival-2017-2%2F&psig=AFQjCNHz5r486AS8FIiw0aS8czdktO4TNg&ust
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Our vision for the Centre   
 

To be a vibrant community hub at the heart of the community 
 
Our mission 
 

To provide a safe, welcoming space for everyone in the local area that 
facilitates  
 

 health and well-being 
 life skills and ongoing education 
 support at every stage of life 
 community connection  

 
...creating opportunities for friendship, development, synergy and creativity 
 

Our Building Development Goals are:  Greener – Safer – Smarter 

So how do we manage financially?  The  freehold of the building is owned by 
the Church, but the Telegraph Hill Centre funds itself through the rental 

income from the clubs and lettings that meet on the ground floor and through 
a £30,000 per annum Community Mission Fund that comes from  

St Catherine’s.  This £30K is a proportion of the rental income generated by 
the commercial lets on the upper floors of the Centre which is ploughed back 

into the Centre, not into St Catherine’s Church – for the good of the whole 
community. 

The Centre is managed by Centre Staff and the Telegraph Hill Centre Steering 

Group, which is made up of an equal representation of church and community 

membership.. 

 

Telegraph Hill Centre & St Catherine’s Church –  
working together for the good of all 

www.thcentre.com enquiries@thcentre.com  

https://thcentre.com/

